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Satico Champion Trees 
“The Box” !

Lat year an international team of tree climbers climbed a tall 5 hectare stand 
of Rose gum trees (Eucalyptus grandis) at Satico Plantation in Mpumalanga, 
planted more than 70 years ago. This expedition was led by Mr David Wiles 
of the UK, with fellow climbers Geoff Pugsley (UK), Leon Visser (SA), Drew 
Bristow (NZ), Steven Fry (UK) and Vincent Jolin (Canada). The tallest tree 
measured in this stand was 72,3m. This makes the stand of trees the second 
tallest reliably measured trees in South Africa. At Woodbush Estate in 
Magoebaskloof the team found a new African tree record, namely a Saligna 
gum tree of 81.5m among a stand that was planted in 1906. 

The tallest trees in the world are the coast redwoods of California (USA), and 
the champion among these is a 115.5m tall redwood growing in Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park. Other very tall species are Sitca spruce which can 
grow to 96m (Canada’s Carmanah Giant) , Coast douglas firs with a 
specimen of 99.4m in the Washington state of the USA and a mountain ash 
(Eucalyptus regnans) of 99.6m in Tasmania. 

While the local tallest tree measurements do not reach those of the USA and 
Australia, they are highly significant because these trees have been planted 
and are centuries younger than the other global champions mentioned 
here.  

At Satico an area of 5.5 ha was established by a farmer in 1938. All the 
roads, seven at the time, passed through this specific compartment. A 
wooden toolbox was kept in this compartment as storage for the equipment 
over the weekends. This was the origin of the name “The Box”.  “The Box” 
 has been declared a place of special interest and the trees are protected. 
The older Swazi generation believes that their forefathers spirits are living in 
the top of the trees, watching and guarding the people and area. 
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